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sum of 500 talents. According to this account the whole
revenue of the empire was about four millions and a
quarter of English money. A further step in advance of
his predecessors was the introduction by Dareios of coined
money, and of the system of royal high roads furnished
with permanent posting establishments at each stage. A
journey of ninety days on one of these roads brought the
traveller from Sardeis to Sousa. But although something
was thus done for the wealth and dignity of the king, the
Persian empire remained, as it had been, a mere agglome-
ration of units, with no other bond than that of a common
liability to tribute and taxation, with no common senti-
ment extending beyond the bounds of the several tribes,
and with no inherent safeguards against disruption from
without or decay and disorganization within.

The sequel of the reign of Dareios is made up of two
stories, each of which brings him into connexion with the
Greeks who were to work dire havoc on his The story Of
empire in the days of his son. The former of Bemokedes.
these tales professes to explain the reasons which induced
Dareios to dispatch an exploring expedition to cities so re-
mote as the Hellenic settlements in southern Italy. Among
the Greeks who accompanied Polykrates on his last and
fatal journey was Demokedes, a physician of Kroton, who,
having the good luck to heal the injured foot of Dareios,
was treated with royal honours, but for whom wealth
apart from freedom, in his interpretation of the word, went
for nothing. His one anxiety was to see his home once
more ; and the ^possibility that he might accomplish his
purpose flashed across his mind, when he was called in
to prescribe for Atossa the wife of Dareios and mother
of Xerxes. In return for the exercise of his skill Demo-
kedes insisted on one condition ; and by the terms of the
bargain Atossa appeared before Dareios to reproach him
for sitting idle on his throne Without making an effort to